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By GEOFFREY A. FOWLER And KEACH HAGEY 

For those who envy Jon Stewart's ability to have TV news clips at his fingertips, a new 
Internet library service may be just the thing. 

On Monday, a San Francisco nonprofit called the Internet Archive launched a free service 
that will let people sort through archives of every national news program in the U.S. The 
service, called TV News Search & Borrow, uses transcripts produced for closed 
captioning, designed for the deaf, to allow anyone to search its archives, pull up video 
and link to 30-second clips. 

For TV news companies, many of which are still trying to figure out how to make money 
online, the question is whether they will see the service as a long-needed archive — or a 
trampling on their intellectual property rights. 

In preparation for launch of the service, Internet Archive has been recording a wide swath 
of news programming across some 20 networks for at least the past three years, and 
others for as long as 10 years. 

The idea, said Internet Archive founder Brewster Kahle, is to "let 1 ,000 Jon Stewarts 
bloom." Like the comedian who hosts "The Daily Show," which is known for skewering 
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clips from news shows, ordinary people should be able to "compare and contrast content 
in a way that we've been able to do for the print press for a long time, and never been 
able to do until now on TV," said Mr. Kahle. 



Print news companies for years battled with Google Inc. [ GOOG +0.04% | over excerpting 
their content for its news aggregation site. And TV content owners have sued to have 
their content taken down from sites that archive clips or broadcast it live without individual 
licensees. The Internet Archive doesn't have licenses, but Mr. Kahle said it has reached 
out to all the broadcast news departments to discuss potential partnerships. 

ABC News and NBC News confirmed they have been contacted by the Internet Archive, 
but declined to comment further, citing ongoing talks. CBS News confirmed it had been 
contacted, but declined to comment. CNN declined to comment and Fox News didn't 
respond to a request for comment. 

Producers at the nonprofit PBS "NewsHour" have been using an early version of the new 
system and said they are thrilled with it. "It's a great way to have an archive that we don't 
have currently," said NewsHour executive producer Linda Winslow. 

In 2008, a for-profit website called Redlasso tried to set up a site that functioned as a 
video-clip search engine, but it was sued by NBC and Fox for copyright infringement, and 
stopped providing access to unlicensed content. 

For the news programs, "this is content that they have produced — and if it has a new use, 
they want to make money off it," said Ken Doctor, an analyst with research firm Outsell. 

Mr. Kahle of the Internet Archive said he hopes the service will inspire discussions rather 
than legal action. "We have found the producers to be very interested in this for their own 
purposes, which seems like the right direction," he said. "We don't expect to have to take 
things out of the service." 

Internet Archive already runs a library of Web content called the Wayback Machine. The 
Internet Archive launched the Wayback Machine in 1996 as a record of the Internet, and 
has since expanded its efforts into digitizing books, and now TV. 

A company called Critical Mention Inc. provides a service similar to the Internet Archive's 
TV News Search, recording TV content and selling its index to companies and 
organizations as market monitoring and intelligence, so that brands can see what is being 
said about them. That company has licenses from the content creators, and has 
exclusive relationships with broadcasters such as ABC and Bloomberg. 

"For a service like ours, it is about how comprehensive we are," said Sean Morgan, chief 
executive of Critical Mention. 

Its TV News Search & Borrow service isn't supposed to prevent people from watching TV, 
said Mr. Kahle. Users are limited to watching 30 seconds at a time, though they can 
easily click to watch the next 30 seconds of a program. The Internet Archive also plans to 
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wait 24 hours before posting clips to its site. 

The Internet Archive's approach may have legal cover because it is providing just 
30-second clips — not enough, in most cases, to require a separate license for content, 
said Mary Minow, a professor at the Dominican University Graduate School of Library and 
Information Science, who was briefed on the Internet Archive's plans. "It is really an index 
to news archives, as opposed to full content," she said. 

A portion of the copyright law, called section 108, also gives libraries the right to lend a 
limited number of DVDs containing recordings of full news programs to the public. With 
the Internet Archive's service, lending a physical DVD costs $50 for each news program, 
and the DVD must be returned. 
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Mr. Kahle said he is open to linking from his archive to programs hosted on the networks' 
own sites, which they could monetize with their own ads. "We see this as the way the 
Archive is showing how opening up knowledge can benefit many," he said. 

Write to Geoffrey A. Fowler at qeoffrev.fowler@wsi.com 
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